Introduction
============

In one of the earliest compendia of North American entomology, Thaddeus William Harris' "A Report on the Insects of Massachusetts, Injurious to Vegetation" describes the life histories of hundreds of insect species, often in extensive detail. Over a dozen Lepidoptera species were described and named by Harris therein, including familiar species such as *Lophocampa maculata*, *Acronicta americana*, and *Euxoa messoria*. First published in 1841, the "Report" was re-printed in 1842 ([@B22]), and subsequently released in a 2^nd^ ([@B23]) and 3^rd^ edition ([@B24]). The 3^rd^ edition was published after Harris' death in 1856, and included the addition of butterfly species based on Harris' manuscripts, including descriptions of 10 new species. Harris described over 50 new taxa, 40 of which are currently valid species names.

Less well-known are the family-group names proposed by Harris in [@B21], only two of which are currently attributed to him -- Lasiocampidae (Lasiocampoidea) and Ceratocampinae (Bombycoidea: Saturniidae). In an earlier work on sphinx moths ([@B20]), Harris named the Macroglossiadae, currently Sphingidae: Macroglossinae. The purpose of this paper is to review the eight family-group names proposed by [@B21]. Authorship for two family-group names in current usage should be attributed to Harris in accordance with publication priority, viz. Acronictinae Harris, 1841 (*nec*. Heinemann, 1859) and Agrotini Harris, 1841 (*nec*. Rambur, 1848). The remaining Harris names are junior homonyms or junior subjective synonyms; one is proposed as a *nomen oblitum*.

Family-group names and ICZN
===========================

Harris classified the Lepidoptera similar to the categories proposed by Linnaeus, where the non-sphingid moths were further divided into seven groups, the Bombyces, Noctuae, Geometrae, Pyralides, Tortrices, Tineae and Alucitae. [@B21] proposed new family-group names in the Bombyces (Liparidae, Lasiocampadae, Ceratocampadae), Noctuae (Notodontadae, Acronyctadae, Agrotitidae, Mamestradae), and Geometrae (Hyberniadae). He indicated new family-group names by stating each "may be called" or "which I call," and indicated that the name was based on what he considered the corresponding "core genus." This prose was not followed for family names he knew were already named, such as the Lithosiadae (p. 240), and the Nonagriadae(p. 318), both used by Harris in [@B19] along with other previously established family-group names. Eight family-group names were proposed by Harris in [@B21] (and not included by him in his 1833 work), and we compared these to those summarized by [@B51] and [@B12] for the Noctuoidea, and [@B14] for the Geometroidea.

Family-group names proposed by Harris, 1841
===========================================

Original spelling of family-group names is given in bold, followed by the current taxonomic position and emended spelling in square brackets.

**Liparidae** (p. 260) \[Lymantriidae Hampson, 1893\]. A junior synonym of Liparides Boisduval, 1834. Both family-group names are invalid due to homonymy of the type genus, *Liparis* Ochsenheimer, 1810 (= *Liparis* Scopoli, 1777 \[Pisces\]).

**Lasiocampadae** (p. 265) \[Lasiocampoidea: Lasiocampidae Harris, 1841\]. Correctly attributed to Harris in recent publications, e.g., [@B15]: 25), [@B16]: 33).

**Ceratocampadae** (p. 287) \[Saturniidae: Ceratocampinae Harris, 1841\]. Correctly attributed to Harris in recent works (e.g., [@B54]), but [@B8]: 18) considered Citheroniinae Neumoegen and Dyar, 1894 to be the valid, although junior, name.

**Acronyctadae** (p. 316) \[Noctuidae: Acronictinae Harris, 1841\]. A senior synonym of Acronyctadae Heinemann, 1859.

**Agrotitidae** (p. 321) \[Noctuidae: Noctuinae: Agrotini Harris, 1841\]. A senior synonym of Agrotides Rambur, 1848, currently ranked as a tribe (e.g., [@B30], [@B12]).

**Mamestradae** (p. 329) \[Noctuidae: Noctuinae: Hadenini Guenée, 1837\]. A senior synonym of Mamestrinae Hampson, 1902. Mamestrini (type genus: *Mamestra* Ochsenheimer, 1816) is currently considered a junior subjective synonym of Hadenini Guenée, 1837 (as Hadenidi), e.g., [@B12].

**Herminiadae** (p. 344) \[Erebidae: Herminiinae Leach, \[1815\]\]. A junior synonym of Herminida Leach, \[1815\].

**Hyberniadae** (p. 332) \[Geometridae: Ennominae: Boarmiini Duponchel, 1845\]. *Hybernia* Berthold, 1827 is a junior objective synonym of *Erannis* Hübner, \[1825\] ([@B9]). Hyberniini Harris has priority over Hyberniini Duponchel, 1845 (as Hibernites), and also over Boarmiini Duponchel, 1845 (as Boarmites) and Bistonini Stephens, 1850 (as Bistonidi). Although mostly treated as a valid tribe prior to [@B25], Bistonini has recently been subsumed within Boarmiini (e.g., [@B25], [@B50]). Hyberniini was used (as Hybernites) by [@B4], [@B52] and [@B17], but has apparently not been used as a family-group name after 1899 and therefore meets requirement 23.9.1.1 for "Reversal of Precedence" under ICZN rules. Both Boarmiini and Bistonini have long-standing usage in the literature, summarized in [Table 1](#T1){ref-type="table"}, and thereby meet the second requirement (23.9.1.2) for "Reversal of Precedence" (ICZN), which states that the name in question should be cited in at least 25 works, published by at least 10 authors in the immediately preceding 50 years and encompassing a span of not less than 10 years. The Geometridae family-group names ([@B14]) in question should therefore be revised as follows:

Boarmiini Duponchel, 1845(Boarmites) *nomen protectum*

= Hyberniini Harris, 1841 (Hyberniadae) *nomen oblitum*

= Hyberniini Duponchel, 1845 (Hibernites) junior synonym of Hyberniadae Harris, 1841

= Bistonini Stephens, 1850 (Bistonidi)

###### 

Publications citing Boarmiini or Bistonini as a family-group name.

  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  **Boarmiini**                                                                                                                                                                                                                 **Bistonini**
  [@B1], [@B2], [@B3]; [@B9], [@B10]; [@B13]; [@B25], [@B26]; [@B29]; [@B31], [@B32], [@B33]; [@B35]; [@B36]; [@B38], [@B39]; [@B41]; [@B42]; [@B44], [@B46]; [@B48]; [@B50]; [@B53]; [@B55], [@B56]; [@B58]; [@B59]; [@B60].   [@B5]; [@B9]; [@B11]; [@B13]; [@B18]; [@B25]; [@B27]; [@B31], [@B32], [@B33]; [@B34]; [@B35]; [@B36]; [@B37]; [@B40]; [@B41]; [@B42]; [@B43]; [@B45], [@B47]; [@B48]; [@B49]; [@B57]; [@B58]; [@B59].
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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